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If you’re fed up with being pushed around by the 
British police, just take a look at this! Crowd- 
control, Chiecago-style. First the National Guards- 
men shot tear-gas at demonstrators, then they 
drove this barbed-wire grid into the crowds. Said 
Presidential candidate Hubert Humphrey after 
such scenes, “I love Chicago. It’s my kind of 
town ... 1 think Chicago received some very 
unfair, regrettable publicity . . .” Not quite so 


dewy-eyed are the reports we publish on page 4. 
And what about this from our own “ Police 
Review ”? “Call them hippies, yippies, drop-outs, 
long-haired lay-abouts, counter-revolutionaries— 
confronting them with tanks in Prague, or using 
clubs and mace and tear-gas against them in 
Chicago is, in the long run, neither going to make 
them conform, nor persuade them to change their 
minds.” 


Persia: 
the ruins 


of his 
house 


A man stand on the ruins of his home, 


lost in the Persian earthquake of 


August 31. He is one of 100,000 made 
homeless by the disaster: 20,000 were 
killed and another 50,000 wounded. 


Some emergency relief has already 
been earmarked for the disaster area. 
Oxfam, for example, has made £8,000 
available for purchasing several items, 
including 150 large tents. But the 
Persian Army and relief organisations 
are believed to be coping adequately 
with the immediate situation. 


The real help needed will be mainly 
long-term—by way of re-settlement 
and re-building. War on Want, Oxfam, 
Save the Children Fund, Christian 
Aid, and the Red Cross have estab- 
lished a fund for this purpose. Con- 
tributions should be sent to BOX 
9999 LONDON  EC3, marked 
PERSIAN EARTHQUAKE APPEAL. 
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FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 


BIAFRA: WHY NO -ANGRY CAMPAIGN? 


Widespread public anguish at the 
starvation in Biafra and a_ guilty 
awareness of the British Govern- 
ment’s support for Nigerian troops as 
they fight their way into the Ibo 
heartland have still not manifested 
themselves in a serious political 
opposition to the war. Street pro- 
tests have been supported mostly by 
Biafran nationals, letter-columns in 
the press have been full of concern 


but are not directly effective, angry 
MPs have been ignored, and hard in- 
formation on British military, finan- 
cial and diplomatic involvement has 
been slow to appear. 

Voices abroad and at home are be- 
ginning to insist that this war is 
© Britain’s Vietnam”, yet with this 
continued failure to produce specific 
evidence to sustain a parallel it is not 
surprising that the charge has failed 


A new US naval base 
in Northern Ireland 


A new US naval base will be in full 
operation in County Derry, Northern 
Ireland, by September 16. The base 
is located on a mountain top in the 
Sperrin Mountains above the Glen- 
shane Pass near Maghera. 


Built during the past year in an 
atmosphere of hush-hush, the well- 
guarded site is out of bounds to 
civilians not directly concerned with 
construction work. The opening of the 
base is expected to coincide with a 
visit to the North of the American 
military attache from the US Embassy 
in Dublin. 


The building of the base represents 
a significant extension of American 
strategic interest in the Six Counties 
where another base, in Derry City, 
has been functioning since the last 
war. No consultations took place be- 
tween the US Defence Department 
and the 26 County authorities prior 
to the building of the base. Nor is it 
expected that any representations or 
protests will be made. 


The exact nature of the work to be 
carried out at the new base is difficult 
to ascertain. A spokesman for the US 
Navy in Derry stated that the base 
was being built “in case we have 
another one of those World War II 
fights ”. It is variously described as a 
“communications centre”? and as a 
“ transmitter ”’. 


According to the spokesman, the work 
of the installation will consist entirely 
of relaying messages to American 
naval vessels in the North Sea, the 
Norwegian Sea, and the North Atlan- 
tic. The base, according to the same 
spokesman, has no connection either 
with EWS (Early Warning System) or 
with NATO. 


Whatever the exact work of the base, 
its existence will place the name of 
Derry and Ireland that little bit firmer 
on the nuclear map of Europe. An 
atomic bomb is one _ international 
agent that would not recognise the 
border.—from The United Irishman. 


to stick—and public anger has not 
been aroused. 


Many people seem confused by the 
political arguments of the warring 
sides—a confusion which the British 
Government cynically has made no 
attempt to remove—and have sought 
to express their feelings in generous 
gifts to the relief organisations. Here 
too, though, the simple statement of 
giving has been blunted and soured 
by the political argument surround- 
ing the British aid organisations and 
their apparent inability to get aid to 
the starving. 


Some weeks ago the idea of breaking 
the Federal blockade of Biafra to fly 
in relief supplies aroused a deep 
response, and £7,000 was raised in a 
very short period to finance two 
Mercy Mission planes which would 
take direct action (one of them crash- 
landed on its first flight into Biafra 
last weekend). “Save Biafra”, the 
ad hoc committee which through its 
secretary, Peter Cadogan, initiated 
the project, has been frank in its 
support for the Biafran cause, and 
Peter Cadogan has now been per- 
suaded, by his experience of visiting 
Biafra to arrange for the flights, that 
what the Biafrans require even more 
than food is arms, 


However, it is distressing that 
Nigerian and British double-dealing, 
coupled with the desperate plight of 
the Biafrans, should be presented as 
demanding straight support for 
Biafra, for a number of important 
considerations must then be ignored. 
One is the whole complex of political, 
economic and military rivalries which 
have led up to the war, which Robert 
Lambotte partly looks at on page 2. 
Another, of course, is the human 
plight of conscripts in the Federal 
Army, or of “volunteers” in the 


Biafran army, who become dispen- 
sable pawns in the fight to defeat 
Gowon and Wilson. 


Nevertheless, in the context of trying 
to build an opposition to British 
policy, the most important considera- 
tion is that people who know that the 
British Government is in the wrong, 
but who are in no position to think 


‘that Ojukwu is in the right, are likely 


to remain as confused and unable to 
act as ever; that is, unless a move- 
ment designed simply to end British 
support for the war emerges. 


The basis of a programme for such a 
movement has already been suggested 
in several editorials in Peace News, 
but can be summarised as follows: 


1. The British Government should 
call for an immediate halt to the 
present Federal advance. 


2. It should cease arms supplies 
immediately. 


3. It should demand that the 
Federal army lift its blockade of all 
relief routes immediately. 


4. The Biafran Government should 
be urged not to take advantage of a 
change in Federal policy to launch 
a new military offensive. 


There seems no reason why such a 
programme should not win wide- 
Spread acceptance among all sections 
of political opinion in this country. A 
suitable moment to put the Govern- 
ment on the spot will present itself 
when the Labour Party Conference 
takes place in Blackpool at the end of 
this month. 


It is not for us, of course, or the 
British Government, to propose a 
settlement. Beyond that, however, it 
must be said that the Ibos’ right to 
choose their own future, like that of 
any other people, is clear. 

THE EDITORS 
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Economics of the jungle 
Robert Lambotte 


THE BATTLE FOI 


In recent months Peace News has concentrated heavily on the problem 
of human suffering in the war in Nigeria and the British Government’s 
political role. Here, Robert Lambotte presents an unfamiliar analysis of 
the war, viewing it in terms of a clash between competing economic 
imperialisms, and suggests very close parallels with the secession of 
Katanga eight years ago—parallels which have, in this country, been 


repeatedly denied or ignored. 


As Lambotte himself admits, this analysis does not eliminate other 
ways of viewing the conflict. But his impressive description of class 
interests and the role of international finance helps to sharpen one’s 
understanding of the war as a whole. This article was first published on 
August 17 in the French daily paper, La Marseillaise, and is reprinted 


here slightly abridged. 


Radio, press, and TV have recently 
given much coverage to Nigeria. The 
human drama now being played out 
undoubtedly merits such an interest: 
after battles in which no prisoners 
were taken, famine is now decimating 
the two million men and women of 
southern origin who were forced to 
flee the hostile North, leaving every- 
thing behind and glad to escape with 
their lives. 


A few months ago almost no attention 
was focused on this ex-British colony 
which, with 56 million inhabitants, is 
the giant of the African continent. We 
were told that the main point was that 
the North of Nigeria was inhabited 
by people of the Hausa race. They 
despised the Ibos in the South, who 
in turn reciprocated the same feel- 
ings. From this, all the evil was sup- 
posed to have derived. 


Such an argument is incomplete. 
There are about 250 ethnic groups 
in Nigeria, of which about 20 are 
important. Also, the argument is 
hardly new. Ever since colonialism 
existed, the governor-in-residence, 
whether French, British, Belgian, or 
Portuguese, has always aimed at 
dividing peoples into opposing 
regions, to make it easier to merge 
them in the same repression. 


This was facilitated, of course, by the 
fact that most colonial possessions— 
now independent states—were then, 
and remain now, artificial creations of 
geography, designed to suit the ins 
terests of the occupying Power rather 
than the affinities of the population. 
athe Nigeria is no exception to this 
rule. 


National dis-unity 


It cannot be denied that the differ- 
ences between North and South are 
real. The country-—-formed by a feder- 
ation of four provinces, plus the 
territory of Lagos—has, since national 
independence, found it hard to 
achieve national unity. Great Britain, 
fully understanding these problems, 
administered the northern and 
southern protectorates separately. 
This tactic had the consequence, 
among others, of accentuating the 
differences that already existed be- 
tween the two population groups, as 
much on the religious and cultural 


A horrifying picture of murder 
used not only to inform people in 
the former Eastern Region (now 
Biafra) of the fate of Ibos in 
Northern Nigeria but also to 
stimulate in them fear and hatred 
of the enemy and so encourage a 
united war effort. Robert Lambotte 
suggests that such emotive propa- 
ganda has got in the way of a 
proper understanding of the big 
business interests crucially involved 
on both sides. 


level as on the economic and social. 
Tt is thus that the northern region— 
the largest and most heavily popu- 
lated, with 30 million largely Moslem 
inhabitants—can be considered the 
most conservative. Largely  agri- 
cultural, it has remained under the 
effective domination of traditional 
chiefs who are true local potentates 
making the laws in their own fiefs. 


One only needs to see a collection of 
these petty sultans and emirs arriving 
in Lagos in their air-conditioned 
Rolls Royces to measure the power 
of these men. Even if their official 
privileges have been eroded some- 
what in the past few years, they still 
retain nothing less than real feudal 
control over large sections of the 
northern population whom they main- 
tain in ignorance. And these petty 
kings, who play a not inconsiderable 
role in the political set-up, are absol- 
utely opposed to any real Nigerian 
unity, which would put an end to 
what they consider to be their rights. 


The evolution of the South, especially 
of the former Eastern Region with its 
14 million inhabitants, including 
eight million Ibos, has been quite 
different. More rapid industrialisation 
permitted the formation of numerous 
cadres of technicians and organised 
workers. It was the South that sup- 
plied the majority of traders, officials, 
and employees throughout Nigeria. 


It was also there that the Nigerian 


trade unions were born. One remem- 
bers the great transport strike of 
1942 and, above all, the victorious 
Generai Strike of 1964 which brought 
together 800,000 workers and 
employees. And it was the South, 
moreover, that gave birth to the 
Socialist Party of the workers and 
peasants. This is a Marxist party, 
now under ban, whose immediate aim 
is to unite the progressive elements 
in the different regions in a struggle 
for the economic liberation of a 
united Nigeria. 


It would be idle to deny the dispari- 
ties between the two regions. But 
considered on their own, these explain 
neither the massacre of 30,000 Ibos in 
the North in May, 1966, nor the 
present war itself, which sometimes 
has the appearance of a drive to ex- 
terminate the civilian population of 
the South. At the time of the first 
Ibo pogroms, a journalist writing in 
the London Observer remarked, with 
false naivete, that everything had 
happened “as though someone had 
organised the troubles”. Who is this 
“someone ”? 


Oil in Biafra. 


We need to search the realms of in- 
ternational finance to answer that 
question. For the problem of Biafra 
and Nigeria is neither one of 
territory nor one of ethnic and re- 
ligious groups—it is neither one of 
excessive size nor one of reconciling 
different races. Rather it is a question 
of ‘who is going to control the 
economic resources of this country, 
given its demographic importance 
within the continent of Africa. 


Nigeria is a rich country. Before the 
present war started it was already the 
biggest producer of cocoa, palm oil, 
and groundnuts. It furnished 90% of 
the world’s production of columbite, 
a strategic precious metal of high 
importance in aviation. Tin, copper, 


\FRA 


rubber, leather, and soya beans were 
other important exports. 


Most important, over the past few 
years Nigeria has become a major oil 
producer. Production rose from 
252,000 tons per annum in 1958 to 
20 million tons in 1966. The forecasts 
for 1967 were 30 million tons. Re- 
serves are estimated at one-and-a-half 
billion tons. 

Two points are important to note. 
First, four-fifths of the production of 
oil, and the most important reserves, 
are to be found in the eastern 
province (now Biafra). Second, the 
antagonism between North and South 
did not begin to manifest itself vio- 
lently until the importance of the oil 
riches of Biafra were confirmed, at 
which time it became clear that 
within a few years this part of 
Nigeria would become one of the ten 
biggest oil producers in the world. 


Then in whose interests was it to 
provoke the break-up of Nigeria, and 
above all to control little Biafra with 
its great wealth? 

Before the unleashing of the present 
war, on the pretext of an unequal 
distribution of oil revenues between 
the provinces, Great Britain con- 
trolled—and still does—the greater 
part of the Nigerian economy through 
the agency of United Africa Company, 
a subsidiary of Unilever. Internal 
trade and both imports and exports 
are under its domination. 

Barclays Bank and the Bank of West 
Africa dominate financial life. In the 
oil business, 85% of the extraction, 
transport, and refining are in the 
hands of Shell-BP, made up of 
British Petroleum and Anglo-Dutch 
Shell. Major Gowon, the successor to 
Genera] Ironsi (assassinated in July, 
1966), and present head of the 
Nigerian military Government, who 
came to power with the support of 
the feudal North, tried to free him- 
self a little from this crushing patron- 
age, first by drawing up new agree- 


continued opposite 


from page 2 


ments with the companies (the 
French and Americans refused) and 
then by approaching Russia and the 
socialist countries with whom he 
wished to trade. 


Since then the Americans have set 
out to break the British monopoly, 
after having successfully broken the 
Belgian monopoly in the Congo to 
their immense profit. It is in this 
sense that we can speak of Katanga 
as a precedent for Biafra. Six Ameri- 
can companies are now operating in 
Biafra where they have invested 
150 million dollars. Until the last few 
months, Nigeria was one of those 
“ privileged’ countries to whom 
Washington extends her aid, to the 
tune of 225 million dollars between 
1962 and 1968. And the American 
“experts” in Biafra are too numer- 
ous to be counted. 


French interests 


The French companies are repre- 
sented in Biafra by SAFRED which 
controls 5% of production, and it was 
when the French wells were shut 
down last July that the Gaullist 


It must be added that West Germany, 
Israel, and Portugal are also 
scrambling for a share of the cake. 
And London’s interests are, of course, 
too extensive for the British Govern- 
ment not to support the Federal 
Government of Major Gowon. We 
have even had the spectacle of oil 
companies devoting themselves to the 
supply of arms! 


The American position has for a long 
time been covert but is now more and 
more openly affirmed: recently 
there has been talk of the “ inter- 
vention of a Great Power’, meaning 
Washington. As for the Gaullist 
regime, it has already begun to 
operate through intermediaries. The 
Ivory Coast and Gabon, whose 
Presidents have close links with the 
Elysee Palace, were the first to recog- 
nise the regime of Colonel Ojukwu, 
at a time when the heads of other 
African States, notably Mali, were 
condemning the trends towards the 
‘Balkanisation ” of Africa. 


Recently De Gaulle has given personal 
encouragement to Colonel Ojukwu. 
It is possible that he may go further 
and officially recognise Biafra. Despite 


regime began to make its policy clear. 
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all the denials, it is now established 
that agreements have already been 
reached between Ojukwu and the 
Rothschild Bank, thus assuring large- 
scale French participation in the ex- 
ploitation of oil. 


International finance 


Is it impossible that some may not 
have hoped to go even further? 
Biafra is adjacent to Cameroun, a 
country friendly to France. Is a union 
cut of the question? Already the 
operation of absorbing the English- 
speaking part of Cameroun into the 
French-speaking part has been 
successfully accomplished. 


It is in these realms of international 
finance that the real causes of the 
present tragedy must be sought. 
Those who stood to gain from the 
break-up of Nigeria found sympa- 
thetic elements among the bourgeoisie 
of the eastern province of Biafra. But 
it is almost impossible for the latter 
now to avail themselves of the 
people’s natural right to self- 
determination and use this as 
justification for secession, just as it 


is almost impossible for them to 
present their action as revolutionary. 
It is unlikely that these elements in 
Biafra will be followed by more 
radical forces: the latter are firmly 
implanted in the country as a whole 
but cannot show themselves at this 
time. And anyway, how can one 
possibly talk of the Biafran struggle 
as “ radical” or ‘‘ progressive ” when, 
after the Congo, the French 
mercenaries of Bob Denard are now 
in the service of Ojukwu, American 
mercenaries are maintaining an air- 
link from Lisbon organised by the 
Portuguese Government, and even 
racist South Africa is campaigning 
for partition? 

To be sure, at the moment the 
Nigerian problem presents itself in 
terms other than those I have dis- 
cussed here—terms that are primarily 
humanitarian, religious, ethnic, and 
cultural in nature. But the real 
causes are not there. The struggle of 
economic and social classes that has 
developed in recent years, together 
with the foreign intervention, con- 
stitutes the true basis of the Nigerian 
question. 


Translated by Bill Hillier. 


Pacifists sit-in at Russian Embassy 


When news came through about the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia, Pat 
Arrowsmith and myself joined the 
crowds gathered in Bayswater Road 
at the entrance to the private road 
leading to the Soviet Embassy. We 
had brought letters of protest and 
asked a senior police official whether 
we might deliver them. 


His first response was that all letters 
would have to be collected together 
and taken in. A few minutes later, 
however, we walked through the 
gates in the wake of a vehicle and 
again asked permission to deliver our 
letters personally to the Embassy. 
After a while a police constable 
escorted us to the door and we 
entered a hall full of Embassy 
officials. 


The first Russian who spoke to us 
seemed uncertain of what to do and 


very soon another official came out. 
He said he was the First Secretary. 
He was fluent in English, very 
specious, and persuasive. He was well 
informed about Pat Arrowsmith’s 
peace movement activities and dis- 
concerted to have to confront two 
British socialists and pacifists who he 
could not write off as anti-Russian. 


Pat introduced herself as someone 
who had very recently been to south- 
east Asia to demonstrate against 
American aggression in Vietnam. We 
gave him all the obvious reasons why 
we—and all the others outside down 
the road—would protest at the Soviet 
action: that it was a tragedy for 
world socialism, the death-knell of 
any East-West detente and would in- 
evitably lead to a hardening of the 
American line on Vietnam and would 
probably help Mr Nixon into the 


White House. He was clearly very 
distressed when we said that the 
Soviet Union was behaving just like 
America in Vietnam. 


We had about three-quarters of an 
hour of conversation during which 
the First Secretary tried very hard to 
disarm our protests. We told him we 
were not satisfied with anything he 
said and that we would stay in the 
Embassy on a protest vigil and fast, 
probably for several days. We said 
that, as pacifists, it seemed fitting to 
us, in the face of the violent invasion 
of Czechoslovakia by troops of the 
Soviet Union, that we should have a 
non-violent invasion of that bit of 
Russia which is in Britain. 


All the Embassy staff were very 
agitated but they were not prepared 
to eject us themselves. The First 
Secretary pleaded with us to leave of 


Vorster wants Britain’s help 


On Saturday, August 24, an airmail 
registered letter arrived at my home. 
It was from the Minister of the In- 
terior in Pretoria, South Africa. The 
South African Government, it said, 
had “banned” me, a Briton active 
in Britain, from entering South 
Africa. 


A few days after this “ restriction ” 
of an Anti-Apartheid Movement 
(AAM) national committee member, 
Mr Vorster, Prime Minister for South 
Africa’s 18% white population, made 
a most extraordinary speech. He 
appealed to the Zambian and Tan- 
zanian Governments, and also to 
British organisations “like the 
AAM”, to ‘reconsider their moral 
and financial aid to terrorists oper- 
ating against Southern Africa ”. 


Then, apparently considering that 
AAM was beyond redemption and 
would ignore a decent appeal anyway, 
he went on to request the British 
Government “ to curb the activities of 
the Anti-Apartheid Movement which 
was Communist-inspired and con- 
trolled”. AAM was attempting “to 
bedevil relations between South 
Africa and Britain”. 


Mr Vorster’s impertinence in asking 
the Labour Government to “curb” 


the activities of a British organisa- 
tion existing in a legal democratic 


framework which the Nationalists 
neither appreciate nor understand, is 
a compliment only ludicrous in the 
form of presentation. Does he really 
expect Mr Wilson to convert the Scilly 
Isles into a Robben Island-type penal 
settlement? 


In my own case, I am no longer able 
to enter South Africa without obtain- 
ing both a visa and an “ Alien’s 
Temporary Permit ”, neither of which 
are normally required by (white) 
citizens of Britain. If I attempt to 
enter without these, I will be refused 
at the port of entry: and if I “con- 
template ” a visit I must apply to the 
Minister “well in advance”. 
(Obviously the undefined period 
“well in advance” will allow the 
authorities to  proscrastinate  in- 
definitely and I will not get per- 
mission.) 


And what have I been doing for the 
South Africans to class me with 
“criminals and subversive  un- 
desirables”? I am a national com- 
mittee member of the AAM, have 
organised many protests in South 
Wales, and occasionally handled AAM 
protests at national level. I have 
written about various aspects of South 
African life in Peace News, Tribune, 
Anti-Apartheid News, and so on, and 
have never concealed either my 
abhorrence of Apartheid or my con- 


tempt for the Nationalist Government. 
The South Africans have flattered me, 
of course, by their attentions and 
given me great encouragement in the 
knowledge that my activities are re- 
garded with irritation in Pretoria. 
Their wider concern with the AAM 
and with support for the liberation 
forces shows that their efforts to 
dismiss this growing opposition have 
been so much whistling in the dark. 


DAVE SHIPPER 


our own accord. Finally, they fetched 
in the solitary British bobby from 
outside who was forced to drag us 
separately out into the road. A police 
van then arrived and we were 
dumped in the Kensington High 
Street gateway. We sat at the feet of 
a line of police and explained that, 
having been prevented from conduct- 
ing a vigil inside the Embassy itself, 
we would vigil at the nearest point 
possible. Pat said she intended to fast 
and vigil for several days. 
it was not very long before we were 
removed under arrest, taken to 
Earls Court Road police station, and 
charged with obstructing the highway. 
Fat Arrowsmith decided on leaving 
court next morning (fined but given 
time to pay when she refused) that 
she would continue her protest with 
a seven-day fast and vigil at the place 
in Kensington High Street where we 
were arrested. She began at 1.30 pm 
on Thursday, August 22, and ended 
last week. 
lt was ironical that the very first 
comment that she received from a 
passing observer was: ‘“ Why don’t 
you go and demonstrate outside the 
American Embassy against the war in 
Vietnam? ” Only a few months ago 
Pat returned to England from a 
Bangkok jail after demonstrating at 
an American base in Thailand whence 
the bombers fly to Vietnam. And soon 
after arriving back in London, she 
took part in a four-day protest fast 
outside the American Embassy in 
Grosvenor Square. 

WENDY BuTLIN 


France aids Chad against rebels 


De Gaulle’s “sympathy ” for Biafran 
aspirations to self-determination does 
not extend to the Republic of Chad 
which is in France’s African “ sphere 
of influence”, 


On Wednesday last week both the 
Chad and the French governments 
revealed that 1,000 French troops still 
stationed in Chad’s capital, Fort Lamy, 
had been authorised to help Chad in 
“police action” against rebels 
threatening Chad’s “territorial in- 
tegrity”’ in the mountainous Tibesti 
area of the republic. 


By Saturday, two transport planes 
filled with paras of France’s “ African 
Fire-Brigade”’ had been flown into 


Chad via Niamey in Niger Republic 
(where the Biafra-Nigeria talks were 
held). The rebels are supported by 
the Chad Liberation Front, which has 
its headquarters in Algeria. They 
have been active for four years in 
the North and East of Chad, and are 
in touch with tribes across the Libya 
border. 


This is the third time the “Fire 
Brigade” has gone into action. In 
1964 it was used to smash an 
attempted coup in Gabon, and last 
November it helped “ward off 
threatened leftist troubles in the 
Central African Republic”, according 
to a UPI report. 

Kevin McGRATH 
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‘| LOVE CHICAGO. IT’S MY KIND OF TOWN’ 
—Hubert Humphrey 


Battered, ecstatic! 


Martin Jezer, WIN Magazine: 

A rag-tag of 5,000 or so Yippies, Mc- 
Carthyites, and peace activists turned 
a five-day confrontation with Mayor 
Daley’s armed forces (11,500 police, 
6,000 National Guardsmen, 7,500 
army regulars and 1,000 and more 
FBI and Secret Service men) into a 
resounding political and moral victory 
for the Movement. The scenario for 
the week accomplished far more than 


Gratitude 


I. F. Stone’s Weekly, September 9: 
“The country owes a debt of 
gratitude to the tatterdemalion army 
of Yippies, hippies and peaceniks— 
and to their leaders David Dellinger, 
Tom Hayden and Jerry Rubin—who 
frightened the Establishment into 
such elaborate security precautions in 
Chicago. They made opposition to the 
war visible. The special barbed wire 
fences around the Amphitheatre 
which turned ‘Stalag °68’ into the 
favourite joke of the Convention, the 
system of electronically checked 
passes so intricate that it led to a 
whole series of angry clashes with 
the delegates themselves, the vast 
concentration of police, National 
Guardsmen and troops, as if in 
preparation for a revolution, drama- 
tised for the whole world to see that 
there was something indelibly un- 
democratic about this Democratic 
convention. 

“... The Convention was a triumph 
of what the Russian Communists 
would call ‘democratic centralism’, 
that submission of ‘ the lower organs 
of the party to the higher ’ which they 
are reimposing in Prague.” 


Police state 


Jack Mabley in the Chicago American, 
August 29: 

“Scores of people under the Palmer 
House canopy watched in horror as a 
policeman went animal when a 
crippled man couldn’t get away fast 
enough. The man hopped with his 
stick as fast as he could, but the 
policeman shoved him in the back 
with the nightstick, hit him again and 
finally crashed him into a lamp-post. 
“ Clergymen, medics and this cripple 
were the special pigeons last night. 
At State and Adams a _nightstick 
cracked open the head of a clergy- 
man who didn’t move fast enough. He 
was lying in a doorway, bleeding 
heavily, when I left. 


“. . . It sickens me to write this 
because I am on the police’s side and 
I went out at 1 o’clock yesterday to 
write exactly what I saw and I was 
sure it would bring credit to the 
police...” 

(Then after describing how Jerry 
Rubin, Yippie leader, was arrested on 
a quiet street walking with his girl- 
friend): ‘‘ Rubin was grabbed off the 
street and rushed to jail because of 
what he thinks. This is the way it is 
done in Prague. This is what happens 
to candidates who finish second in 
Vietnam. This is not the beginning of 
the police state, it is the police state.” 


any Yippie or Mobilisation leader 
could dare to dream. 

Night after night club-swinging police 
would drive three or four thousand 
Yippies out of Lincoln Park, far to 
the north of where the delegates were 
stationed, through the streets, and 
ultimately to Grant Park where the 
police were forced by publicity to 
grant a sanctuary that suited the 
strategy plans of the demonstrators 
perfectly. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, they 
held Pentagon-style teach-ins directed 
at the delegates across the street. On 
Tuesday, a few delegates came to rap 
on the open mike. On Wednesday, 
hundreds came to stay. 


While Yippies freaked out on the 
grass by day, Mobilisation demonstra- 
tors hit a wide assortment of targets. 
Operating out of decentralised 
“movement houses”, groups and 
organisations took actions of their 
own choice. The Resistance, operating 
cut of a Friends Meeting House, 
established sanctuary for Victor Mc- 
Neal Bell, an AWOL private who had 
surfaced on Sunday. Other demon- 
strators supported the black bus- 
drivers who were on a wildcat strike 
against their racist union. 


The showdown came on Wednesday 
night when all groups joined for a 
march from Grant Park to the 
Amphitheatre. When a youth lowered 
an American flag to half mast, the 
police, impatient for action, moved 
in. A cop tossed a cannister of smoke 
or gas, and a demonstrator tossed it 
back. People began throwing things 
at the police. 

Movement marshalls moved in be- 
tween the police and the people, 
linked arms and began pushing the 
people back. But the police charged 
anyway—straight forward, chanting 
as they came. (At Lincoln Park 
earlier, newsmen reported how they 
attacked, chanting “ Kill, kill”, and 
were waving shotguns, pistols and 
carbines.) The marshall line bore the 
brunt, and many were clubbed. But 
their action and the eloquence of Carl 
Oglesby helped restore order. When 
Allen Ginsberg came forward to lead 
a very calming “Om” chant, the 
police left the raily. 


Then Dave Dellinger announced a 
non-violent march to the Amphi- 
theatre. Perhaps 3,000 people moved 
out of the park in a dignified pro- 
cession on to the sidewalk of Col- 
umbus Drive, where they sat. It 
seemed that a dramatic and political 


Dick Gregory’s party 


Bill Lewis, Liberation News Service: 
Chicago, August 29. At 4.30 Thursday 
afternoon the march set off down 
Michigan. Dick Gregory, Tom Hayden, 
Rennie Davis, Ralph Abernathy and 
lots of other Good People had been 
rapping since 2.00. The folks were 
really ready. Many more than 300 
Convention delegates led the line. 


We got out of the park without being 
gassed! Wow! We were actually 
marching and singing! And the Man 
was just watching. Those delegates 
and National Media camera crews 
really worked, didn’t they! 


At 18th Street, they were waiting. We 
found out what those funny looking 
jeeps with the barbed wire frames on 
the front were for. They were lined 
up across the street, axle to axle. A 
solid wall of barbed wire. “ Turn 
back or get arrested.” And the good 
delegates, having been conditioned all 
week, turned and walked back. 


Back in the same ol park again. 
Double drag. Didn’t even feel liber- 
ated anymore. Felt like some ol’ park 
Superhog Daley had given us to keep 
us off the street. 


Dick Gregory gets on the mike. ‘“ You 
see people, it is illegal for all of 
you to congregate, to march down to 
the amphitheatre. However, if I was 
to invite all of you over to my house, 
which just happens to be on the other 
side of the amphitheatre...” A 
roar goes up from the crowd, people 
start cheering and whistling. 


So once again everyone headed down 
Michigan. ‘‘We’re going to Dick 
Gregory’s for a party!” “They can’t 
stop us for this!’ Oh yeah? There 
they were at 18th Street again. 


Say it again, Hubert 


Hubert Horatio Humphrey, speaking at O’Hare International Airport, 


Chicago, on Friday, August 30: 


“T love Chicago. It’s my kind of town . . . I think Chicago received some 


very unfair, regrettable publicity . 


. . I thought the people here were 


very hospitable .. . I think the Chicago people have a right to feel that 
they did a good job and they were the kind of good neighbours that 
make all of us proud.” (Quoted in Chicago Daily News, August 31.) 


“Tf you cross this line you’re under 
arrest!” “These folks are walking 
down to my house for a party.” “ All 
the delegates take another of Mr 
Gregory’s guests and go through—but 
take your badges off first.” 


“ We were arrested in Selma, we were 
arrested in Detroit, we've been 
arrested in Resurrection City, and 
baby, we gonna be arrested here in 
Chicago.” Gregory spoke with the 
assurance of a man who has been 
arrested in all those places. 


So the Man began arresting delegates 
and Yippies in pairs. The police van 
had swastikas painted on the side of 
it, much like the Russian tanks in 
Prague. Gregory walked up and down 
the line urging everyone who didn’t 
want to join in a mass bust to go on 
back, while the rest went through to 
cram the jails. Nearly everyone 
wanted to go through, so the 6-7,000 
marchers stayed on the sidewalk and 
moved towards the corner. ‘“ C’mon, 
we're all going to get arrested.” 


Nobody was doing anything wrong. 
Everyone was on the sidewalk, walk- 
ing down to get busted. And the gas 
hit: 7,000 people with no exit. The 
Man had decided that he had had 
enough. 


witness was developing—peace dele- 
gates rebelling within the convention, 
3,000 quiet dignified demonstrators 
waiting to be forcefully dispersed or 
arrested. 


But with the leaders at the front con- 
ferring among themselves, people 
grew restless and gradually began to 
abandon the non-violent march for a 
run through the park towards 
Michigan Avenue. National Guards- 
men dispersed them with gas, and 
blocked the bridges across the 
Illinois Central tracks. But 500 or so 
made it across one bridge which they 
forgot to close, and headed for the 
Hilton, in small groups. Police were 
attacking anyone they could lay their 
hands on, long haired or short. 
Thursday morning, the Resistance 
House was a scene out of a Matthew 
Brady Civil War photo. Veterans of 
the week’s battles lay sprawled on the 
floor, on couches, on benches. Many 
had bandages over their heads, welts 
on their faces, blood on_ their 
clothes; lists of the injured, the miss- 
ing, the arrested, were on the wall. 
They were battered, bruised and 
ecstatic. 


Like 
sharpeville 


Peter Younyhusband, Daily Mail, Fri- 
day, August 30: 

“T have seen many acts of violence 
by police against demonstrators . . . 
But except in Sharpeville in South 
Africa, where they shot them down 
instead of clubbing them down, and 
at Langa in Cape Town, where they 
flogged them with whips, I have not 
seen police brutality in public on the 
scale enacted here last night. 


“Outside the Hilton Hotel I saw 
police not only clubbing defenceless 
young men and women on their heads, 
but beating them with their long 
Sticks as they lay on the ground. 


““T saw demonstrators being dragged 
by their hair towards police wagons, 
picked up like sacks and thrown in 
with kicks, curses and more blows. 


“... A man tried to carry his bleed- 
ing and unconscious wife into the 
hotel to get her away from the melee 
and to a doctor. Police kept on push- 
ing him back so that he kept falling 
down, even as he cradled his wife’s 
head trying to save her from further 
injury. 

“T seized one of the policemen by the 
shoulder and said: ‘For God’s sake 
let him bring her in.’ He turned on 
me and snarled like an animal. He 
was inarticulate with rage and hate.” 


Binding the wounds 


Dolly Liberation News 


Service: 


Chicago, August 31. Ann Hayes was 
unofficial chief of medical operations 
in Chicago for the week of police 
violence. She said, ‘The number of 
people hurt here was so imposing, the 
nature of the injuries so monstrous, 
it’s really impossible to tell how many 
kids were hurt. We didn’t even have 
time to keep a logbook.” 


Medical Committee for Human Rights 
accounts were mostly from the make- 
shift, living-room-sized hospital on the 
third floor at 116 South Michigan— 
the hospital which served the people 
brought in from Grant Park. ‘‘ There 
were all kinds of pocket hospital 


Schifrin, 


areas set up all over town,” said Miss 
Hayes. 

According to both medical  co- 
ordinators, most injuries were scalp 
cuts on the back of the head. “ There 
were many broken hands and broken 
wrist cases, many of the men were 
hurt in the groin. Our most serious 
case was a young woman of perhaps 
20 who has broken ribs and a sus- 
pected ruptured spleen.” 

Miss Hayes says at least one 
thousand people were treated for 
burns and other complications caused 
by gassing. “We had ten medical 
teams here, each team in the field 
worked on about 100 people who had 
more than the superficial effects of 
gassing.” 
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Cleaning up after the demonstration—an air of anticlimax, depression, 
and futility. The difference being that this is Wenceslas Square in Prague, 
and the act of cleaning off the slogans marks the end of perhaps the most 
impressive open defiance of unjust authority in modern times. If there 
really was a Youth International Party (the half-joke initials dreamed up 
by Jerry Rubin from which the Yippies get their name) the Czechoslovak 
youth would be founder members. 


Are there NLF troops 
in Cambodia? 


Roger Moody writes: The Inter- 
national Control Commission for 
Cambodia—comprised of observers 
from India, Poland and Canada—has 
issued a statement refuting recent 
allegations in the Western press that 
Cambodia “had given refuge in its 
territory to any foreign forces”; 
namely, the Viet Cong. 


This follows a number of articles, in 
the Daily Telegraph and Sunday 
Times in particular, alleging, for ex- 
ample, that North Vietnamese troops 
have a base in north-east Cambodia 
(Daily Telegraph) and that NLF 
troops have used Cambodian roads to 
attack South Vietnamese patrol 
posts (Murray Sayle, Sunday Times, 
June 2). 


While there has been no_ direct 
accusation that the Cambodian 
government actively assists or 
supplies the Viet Cong, the implica- 
tion is that Cambodians are quite 
happy to see NLF troops. take 
sanctuary in their country, and that 
the peasants part freely with their 
food in order to keep them supplied. 
(See Richard West’s article in the 
Sunday Times magazine, September 
7.) 

Unfortunately, the ICC report is likely 
, to have little impact on those most 
involved in spreading this “ com- 
plicity ” theory—one which emanated 
from the American State Department 


some years ago to inhibit the Cam-, 


bodians from relying on Communist 
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Chinese aid and to justify the replace- 
ment of Sihanouk’s neutralist govern- 
ment with a pro-American one which 
would fill the strategic “ hole” in the 
New Western (Pacific) Frontier. 


The prospect of a US invasion of Cam- 
bodia was very high at the end of 
1967 but seemed to fall suddenly in 
January 1968 when Chester Bowles, 
President Johnson’s special envoy to 
the country, promised that the US 
would “respect” Cambodian terri- 
torial neutrality and integrity. 


But only seven days after the Bowles- 
Sihanouk communique was signed, 
three people were killed in an attack 
by US and South Vietnamese forces 
on a conspicuous and well-identified 
Cambodian village, Peam Montea, a 
quarter of a mile inside the frontier. 
Since then, there has been the second 
most serious attack of the war, on 
June 29, when 14 people in the rice 
fields were machine-gunned to death 
from two helicopters, entirely without 
provocation. 


Given that the ICC, through no fault 
of its own, is largely ineffectual, Cam- 
bodia’s territorial integrity and the 
safety of her people can best be pro- 
tected by continued re-statement of 
an overwhelming truth: that the 
Cambodians will never tolerate inter- 
ference in their affairs, let alone on 
their land, from outsiders, including 
North and South Vietnamese. 


They are happy to welcome any co- 
cperation possible on the age-old 
Buddhist principle of ‘“ reciprocity ”, 
while there are already 500,000 
Vietnamese, many of them refugees, 
inside Cambodia at present. But 
Khmer-Vietnamese. antipathy is cen- 
turies old, and one of Cambodia’s 
great fears is that a Communist South 
Vietnamese government may try to 
aggrandise by spilling over on to her 
territory. 


At the same time, Cambodia recog- 
nises the NLF as ‘‘ the sole represen- 
tative of the South Vietnamese 
people’, and it is clear that the NLF 
will continue to respect Cambodia’s 
integrity so long as diplomatic support 
is required in its struggle in Vietnam. 
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Caerwent: weakness of 
anti-NATO campaign 


Bob Overy writes: Many potential 
and even long-standing supporters of 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment have been shaken in their 
opposition to the NATO alliance by 
the Russian invasion of Czechoslo- 
vakia. 


So says Dick Nettleton, general secre- 
tary of CND. He was explaining the 
small turn-out of 400 or so demonstra- 
tors at Caerwent in Wales last 
Saturday to protest against the 
establishment there of a US arms 
dump. 


After a short meeting at the gates of 
the base, heavily guarded by police 
who were expecting trouble but 
didn’t get it, the march made its way 
into Newport where there was 
another meeting. Newport Council, 
who had earlier banned CND the use 
of any public space in the town, re- 
lented under pressure and we were 
pleasantly situated on a sloping lawn 
at the town centre. 


Olive Gibbs, former chairman of 
CND, made an_ excellent pacifist 
speech. Gwilym Roberts, a Labour 
MP, seemed not to have consulted 
CND and confused his listeners with 
talk about Caerwent being an RAF 
base and therefore logically a part 
of NATO though the Ministry of De- 
fence officially denied it. (He was 
soundly heckled on his failure to vote 
against the Defence Estimates by 
Maoist Roger Sutton.) 


Apparently, until a week ago, there 
were notices outside Caerwent 
announcing allegiance to the USA, 
but now the RAF is claiming occupa- 
tion. CND told us it was a US NATO 
base; Roberts told us it was an RAF 


base not assigned to NATO. This 
must be sorted out! 

Support from Welsh Nationalists, 
unionists, and Labour Party workers 
was conspicuously absent. Plaid 
Cymru is officially opposed to Caer- 
went but appears to have withdrawn 
its support for the demonstration be- 
cause it feared violence, whether 
from its own supporters or CND is 
not clear. 


On the march were the hard core of 
CND from many parts of the country, 
plus local campaigners, a sizeable 
contingent of Young Communists, 
some anarchists, and the local branch 
of the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign. 
However, it appears that VSC 
nationally, and the vast numbers who 
support it, are not concerned with the 
anti-NATO campaign. 


Nancekuke 


The Ministry of Defence has recently 
admitted that nerve gas, as well as 
CS riot-control gas, is manufactured 
at Nancekuke in Cornwall. 


The Nancekuke Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee, a group of local people, is 
planning a demonstration at Nance- 
kuke and throughout Cornwall to take 
place in October. We believe that the 
action we have in mind is a powerful 
and imaginative alternative to more 
violent methods of protest. 


A half-hearted effort would be worse 
than nothing at all: but to do it 
properly we need money. Will you 
help? Send a donation, however small, 
to: Nancekuke Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee, c/o Graham Hewitt, 24 Back 
Road West, St Ives, Cornwall. 


‘Eagles’ accuse police 


The ‘Black Eagles”—a British 
equivalent of the Black Panther 
Party in the United States—this week 
accused Notting Hill police of ex- 
treme violence against’ two of their 
members, 16-year-old Robert Hoiyte 
and 24-year-old Michael Lee. 


According to Darius Owusu, “ Prime 
Minister ” of the group, the two young 
men were members of a Black Eagles’ 
patrol, set up ten days ago in 
Notting Hill to shadow the police 
after accusations that British police- 
men are racially prejudiced and 
violent against immigrants. 


At 11 pm last Saturday, September 7, 
says Mr Owusu, police rushed Hoiyte 
and Lee in the Portobello Road when 
they realised they were being 
followed by them. Hoiyte was so 
badly beaten that he had to be taken 
to hospital and, although the doctor 
wanted him detained for treatment, 
the police insisted that he be re- 
moved. 


The two victims, according to Mr 
Owusu, have been charged with be- 
ing “suspicious persons”, while 
Robert Hoiyte is to be charged with 
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possession of a tear gas pistol and 
resisting arrest. They appear at 
Marylebone Magistrates Court next 
Monday. 


The Black Eagles plan to continue 
their patrols, although they believe 
that Notting Hill police are involved 
in a concerted effort to break them 
up. They are also willing to accept 
white sympathisers on the patrols to 
give the widest possible publicity to 
alleged police violence in this part of 
London. 


Icarus: Rhodesian-Style 
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SICILY — Rescue teams at work 
after this year’s January earth- 


quake. This photo is one of a 


collection recently exhibited at 
Friends Meeting House, along with 
poetry, prose, and painting by 
Sicilian children, to raise funds for 
victims of the disaster. You can still 
send contributions to: SCI (Sicily) 
— International Voluntary Service, 
91 Harlesden High Street, London 
NW10. 


Helen Mayer 


Dolci's 
Sicily 


For the Young, by Danilo Dolci (Mac- 
Gibbon & Kee 36s). 


This book is a collective reply by 
Danilo Dolci to letters received from 
his young correspondents. Dolci ex- 
plains in the book that being young 
essentially means “being capable of 
growth, being capable of living in 
creative symbiosis with other people 
and with the environment”. 


The values he advocates are participa- 
tory democracy, decentralisation and 
co-operation through which each in- 
dividual makes some contribution to- 
wards the creation of a new non- 
authoritarian society—-one where 
being civilised means “‘ being able to 
recognise that one’s own good and the 
common good are one and the same 
thing, and being able to pursue one’s 
own interest in the common interest 
within a world-wide perspective and 
taking a long-term view ”. 

The major part of the book is taken 
up with “slices of life” written in 
the first person. They are certainly 


Wes Magee 
BRICK BLOCKS 


Playing, she stacks a red brick 
on top of a blue one. 

Not quite aligned but it stays. 
By the fifth brick the 
tower falls! 

She builds again, 
this time reaches 


to her chin, then turns and knocks 
the lot! This is the 
build up, foundations from which 
grow skipping know-how, 
rhymes. Later 
the struts and spars— 
scent, back-seat kisses, 


sad things on a parking lot— 
all rising toa 
box some stories up a block 
of flats: then kids, big 
books, a plastic 
doll, and a box 
of coloured bricks. 


moving and poignant both in their 
emotional appeal and in the vivid 
portrayal of scenes and situations 
evoked by meticulous attention to 
descriptive detail. In fact they make 
this a beautiful book. 


The longest story — that of Gino, an 
ex-pickpocket born in 1912 — concen- 
trates on the early fascist period and 
that immediately following World 
War II. It is well told, and the con- 
trast beween Gino (a “ Comrade”) 
and his fascist sister illustrates that 
there is always a choice and makes 
him, in Dolci’s terminology, a “ new” 
politician who “‘ sets his course accord- 
ing to his conscience ”, as opposed to 
the “old”, ie. outmoded politician 
who, as an opportunist, “ changes 
tack according to more or less im- 
mediate advantage ”’. 


It was on a course for teachers, held 
at Trappeto in 1966, that I first saw 
the confrontation between the “ old” 
and “new” politician presented as 
Dolci asked everyone there to list 
three important distinctions between 
the obsolete and the progressive 
“politician”. It was a co-operative 
venture which affirmed that the values 
of the “old” politician who aims at 
his own personal self-aggrandisement 
are dead and must be replaced by the 
values of a “new” progressive 


politician who promotes projects of 


development that call for maximum 
participation on the part of each in- 
dividual and who is a sincere and 
generous non-violent educator. The 
finalised list is included in For the 
Young. 


On a critical note, having spent some 
months in Sicily mixing with pro- 
gressive Sicilians and hearing their 
views, I can’t help wondering how 
they feel about the image presented 
in this book. Though the essence of 
what is conveyed certainly rings true 
—the passive acceptance of the old 


pattern of ‘exploit or be exploited ”, 
the fear and oppression, the suffer- 
ing through which the heart throbs 
with hope — it is amazing to see that 
most of the situations described are 
in fact set in the Forties or Fifties, if 
not Thirties. 


Even allowing for the completeness 
and the literary value of these 
sketches, I don’t feel that this is 
sufficient reason for not presenting 
pictures of life as it is now in Sicily, 
or at least not beyond this decade. 
With reference to the major earth- 
quake disaster in Sicily, for example, 
Dolci includes the story of the woman 
Crocifissa in her house on the land- 
slide —a narrative which certainly 
supports his claim that the damage 
need not have been so extensive had 
the houses been more solid. Yet it is 
a pity that he doesn’t follow up this 
case beyond 1955. 

At present Western Sicily is picking 
up the pieces again after the earth- 
quake disaster. Dolci writes, “ By now 
it ought to be absolutely obvious that 
what the deprived need rather than 
gifts is the possibility of undertaking 
and constructing the necessary 
alternatives for themselves”. So it is 
good to hear the recent news from 
Sicily that a “‘ People’s Centre ”’ is to 
be built with a view to constructing 
these alternatives. The Centre is to 
be a focal point for the organisation 
of citizens’ advice committees, whose 
first task will be to help the semi- 
literate peasants to exercise their 
rights to compensation for earth- 
quake damage and to prevent their 
being exploited by middlemen. 


An enlargement of Dolci’s Borgo di 
Trappeto, it will continue to be a 
residential centre for training social 
and education workers and com- 
munity leaders who will be able to 
help people in their own villages to 
tackle local problems: but it is also 
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intended to be a headquarters from 
which citizens, together with outside 
planners and architects, can keep 
under constant surveillance the re- 
development of the areas devastated 
by the earthquake, so that recon- 
struction does not become an easy 
Reus of wealth and power for the 
afia. 


Other long-term development projects 
include a study centre to continue the 
instruction of new techniques in 
agriculture and marketing to the 
peasants: an international conference 
centre where experts from other 
countries can bring their experience 
to the problems of Sicily and observe 
the application of techniques that 
could be applied elsewhere: and a 
social and cultural centre for the local 
people. I hope that Danilo Dolci will 
get to be “ younger” every year in 
“creative symbiosis” with other 
groups, that the movement round his 
new People’s Centre will expand to 
include all progressive activity, and 
that it will take an unambiguous 
stand with regard to local and world 
issues. 


Helen Mayer has an article on Dolei 
as non-violent agitator in the current 
FoR’s “ Reconciliation”, which is a 
special issue devoted to non-violence 
(2s 6d from 9 Coombe Road, New 
Malden, Surrey). 
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Oh-so-polite! 

The trouble with David Holbrook’s 
“calm and dignified assertion of 
human dignity and_ rationality” 
(‘Hate News?” September 6) is 
that it is lifeless and just plain wet. 
As the old Committee of 100 demos 
showed us, if you’re calm and dig- 
nified to your opponents they’re just 
calm and dignified back again (as 
they cart you off) and you get no- 
where. Only when you manifest more 
vitality than your opponents will you 
plant doubt (and longing) in their 
minds, that they too could have life 
more abundantly. 


Instead of the oh-so-polite round 
robins and dignified statements from 
the pulpit, how much more real and 
alive a protest it would have been if 
all the Catholic liberals had rushed 
to Archbishop House and, jumping 
up and down and screaming with rage 
and frustration, thrown off all their 
clothes and rolled on the ground. 
Just you try and look dignified while 
you’re having your balls cut off! And 
make no mistake, that’s what His 
Holiness is trying to do. 

Peter Lumsden, 

23D South Villas, NW1. 
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Words and meaning 


Mrs Middleton’s letter (September 6) 
suuggests that ‘“ sexual intercourse ”, 
“excrement”, and ‘“ homosexual” 
mean exactly the same as the shorter 
alternatives. In a limited sense that 
is true: they point to the same things. 
But words do much more than point 
to things: they are not as simple as 
labels for luggage. That is why they 
i so powerful for good and for 
evil. 

A word isn’t mine or yours. It has 
already been used millions of times, 
and it brings with it the flavour of 
the situations in which it has already 
been used. It is almost impossible to 
use the word without evoking again 
those situations. A “ bloke” may be 
the same as a ‘‘ person’, but a shop- 
keeper cannot refer to a customer 
in his hearing as a “ bloke” because 
the word, on account of its associa- 
tions, suggests that the shopkeeper 
has little respect for his customer and 
that neither of them has, anyway for 
the moment, much respect for the 
Establishment. 


That is one thing that words do 
beyond pointing to things: they 
foster group attitudes. A speaker or 
writer, perhaps unknowingly, invites 
you to share his social attitudes, and 


you, if not on your guard, may 


gradually become a Top Person, or a 
Tough Guy, or a Rebel, or a 
Rotarian, or a Beat, or a Pedagogue, 
or a Cynic, partly through unaware- 
ness of this conspiratorial element in 
language. 


Words also convey attitudes to things. 
“ Pinching ” is “stealing”, but it is a 
light-hearted word; if you are with 
people who habitually refer to 
“pinching ”’, you will tend to assume, 
after a while, that stealing is not a 
serious matter. 


So Mrs Middleton’s alternatives are 
not equivalents. Different groups of 
people think and feel very differently 
about physical love-making. Some 
groups See it as a kind of ice-cream. 
Some are disgusted or frightened by 
it. Some are both frightened and fas- 
cinated. Some think it of little impor- 
tance one way or the other. But 
some groups, among whom one might 
expect to find many readers of Peace 
News, see it as potentially the most 
human of all actions, and demanding 
the same delighted reverence as 
human life itself. 


In choosing, or omitting to choose, 
your words about matters of sex, you 
are inevitably, if unconsciously, de- 
claring your attitude to them and 
inviting others to share it. It is good 
to get rid of hypocrisy, but at least 
hypocrisy admits the possibility of 
values. Cynicism admits nothing. The 
trouble with four-letter words is that 
they have so often been used in con- 
tempt, hatred, and cynicism that they 
carry with them the virus of con- 
tempt, hatred, and cynicism. It is 
bad to be mealy-mouthed, but worse 
to be obscene. 

Raymond O’Malley, 

Linden, Hills Avenue, 

Cambridge. 


Freedom to offend 7 


What Barbara Tassell understands by 
freedom (“A Grand Job! ” Septem- 
ber 6) is the right to do exactly as 
she likes, irrespective of the feelings 
of other people. If she hurts other 
people, what does that matter so long 
as she gets her, freedom? She objects 
to other people trying to impose their 
will on her. Since I don’t know the 
lady or her friends, I can’t say 
whether this has been attempted or 
not, but I do know that she is trying 
to impose her will on me. She is 
forcing me to put up with a paper 
that is filled with the language of 
violence. 


She also complains because the War 
Office tries to lull war widows into a 
feeling of pride at the loss of sons 
or husbands. But what else does she 
expect of a “war” office? She com- 
plains because war memorials talk 
about the “glorious dead”. That is 
what war memorials are for. And that 
is why some of us have been cam- 
paigning against them all our lives. 


What a confused person Miss Tassel] 
is! She complains because she had to 
ask a Biafran what a slogan, written 
in his own language, meant. Does 
this mean that, if he had printed 
swear-words on his poster in the 
Biafran language, she would have 
understood it? I doubt it. Does she 
want the Biafrans to learn to speak 
English? 
Finally, this 


business of being 


DIARY 


13 Sept, Friday 


WESTMINSTER, 7.30 pm. Norfolk Room, Caxton 
Hall. Discussion meeting on ‘ Racial Dis- 
erlmination in International Sport ’’, SAN-ROC. 


13-15 Sept, Fri-Sun 


BIRMINGHAM. Fircroft College, Selly Oak. 
Weekend conference on ‘‘ The Use of Films in 
Peace Work’ (and other media). Society of 
Friends Peace and International Relations 
Committee. 


14 Sept, Saturday 


LONDON E83. 8 pm, St Paul's, Bow Common. 
Christian Anarchist meeting in Vicarage, 
Leopold St, to discuss a manifesto. Mass in 
Church 6 pm. Bring food for Agape afterwards, 


14-15 Sept, Sat-Sun 


LONDON N4. 2.30 pm Sat. 10.30 am Sun. Duke 
of Edinburgh, Fonthill Rd, Finsbury Park. 
Quarterly Meeting: Sept/Oct demos; Extra- 


Parliamentary Democracy, Committee of 100. 


19 Sept, Thursday 


LEYTONSTONE, 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 


Bushwood Rd, near The Green Man. Dr John 
Barnard: ‘‘ Problems of the Insufficient "'. 
E10 and Ell PPU. 


22 Sept, Sunday 


FOLKESTONE. Peace ship to Boulogne. Meet 
DRV delegates to Paris talks, Details: BCPV, 
10 Little Britain, EC1. 


28-29 Sept, Sat-Sun 


STROUD, Gloucs. Edge Hill Farm, Edge. 
‘Peace Research, Peace Journalism and 
Action.”’” Fred Blum, Donald Groom, Roger 
Barnard. Conference fee £1. Convenor: Helen 
Mayer, c/o Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd, N1. 
Resurgence. 


29 Sept, Sunday 


LELACKPOOL. 1 pm. Gynn Square. March to 
launch Anti-NATO Manifesto on eve of Labour 
Party Conference. Coaches: 14 Tib Lane, Man- 
chester 2. 061-834 7511. CND. 


30 Sept, Monday 


BLACKPOOL. 7.30 pm. Lecture Hall, Central 
Public Library, Queen St. Blackpool. Con- 
ference Meeting. Speakers: Albert Booth MP, 
Lord Brockway, Lawrence Daly (NUM), James 
Dickens MP, Eric Heffer MP, Lena Jeger MP, 
Ian Mikardo MP. Chairman: Frank Allaun MP. 
Adm 2s 6d, Labour Peace Fellowship. 
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divorced from the working class. Of 
course we are. We always have been 
—more's the pity. But it won’t help 
io use language that the working class 
do not use in their own homes. If 
Peter Neville (who seems very con- 
cerned about this) and Miss Tassell 
were to go and work in a factory, they 
would soon discover this. And if they 
did so, we would be less divorced 
from the working class. 

Douglas Kepper, 

c/o Peace News. 


Bishops and peace 


I suppose it is too much to expect 
clear argument from a writer who 
cannot even get his opponent’s name 
right: why Bob Overy, with my letter 
in front of him, should call me D. S. 
Fraser I cannot fathom. But let me 
have another go at sorting out for 
him the position of Anglican 
pacifists in relation to their Church. 


One cannot dot every i and cross 
every t in a brief controversial letter, 
and to have my phrase “to bring 
round all professing Christians to a 
pacifist position’ interpreted as a 
piece of disguised authoritarianism 
causes me considerable amused per- 
plexity. Can it be that Bob Overy has 
a mild obsession with authoritari- 
anism, and sees a dictator lurking 
behind every bush? 


To say, for example, that “those 
pacifists who aim to take over the 
Church are operating on the same 
logic and live by many of the same 
rules” as those Bishops who, in his 
opinion, “ measure their achievement 
by the logic of power”, is merely 
comical and shows that he is quite out 
of touch with Anglican pacifist think- 
ing on this point. Let me assure him 
that no Anglican pacifist in his right 
mind—as most of us are—thinks in 
terms of “capturing” an “ appara- 
tus” which will then enable him to 
‘order the manner and content of 
other people’s lives”. So relax, Bob. 


In general, we Anglican pacifists know 
pretty well what we are up against: 
we are not naive about State power: 
we have few illusions about institu- 
tions or people, and can tell people 
like Bob Overy a great deal more 
about Bishops and their behaviour 
than he can tell us. Still, I suppose 
there will always be young and 
enlightened people about, busily in- 
structing their grandmothers how to 
suck eggs. 

D. S. Savage, 

5 Farnham Hall, 

Saxmundhan, Suffolk. 


Bob Overy writes: Thank you for the 
pat on the head, Mr Savage. Keep 
chuckling. ’m sorry that I got your 
name wrong. To me, there are real 
questions of how one works within 
institutions and outside them to in- 
fluence others, which you have 
ignored. For example, I am not un- 
duly obsessed with authoritarianism, 
as you suggest: but what I do object 
to is the desire of too many of us— 
and particularly pacifists—to shape 
the world in our own image. I think 
the desire to convert the whole world 
or the Church to one’s own pacifism 
is likely to build harmful self- 
conceit and persuade few. 


Self-centred sainthood 


Since Ronald Sampson’s remarks on 
my book Gandhi: A Study in 
Revolution seem to have inspired con- 
troversy, may I put in a word? 


An author has no right to complain 
of a generous review. In this case, 
however, the issue does need to be 
made clear. Stan Scott objects—on 
the whole I would say, rightly—to 
the kind of self-centred sainthood 
which Gandhi is said to have 
embodied (‘‘Fewer Saints, More 
Doctors! ” August 30). But if any 
reader will turn back to Ronald 
Sampson’s original article (August 2) 
he will find that this is precisely the 
point on which Sampson criticised me. 
His own portrayal of Gandhi as a 
salvation-seeker is explicitly based on 
disagreement with the reading of the 


Mahatma’s religious character which 
I arrived at myself. 


In the book I argued that Gandhi’s 
employment of that kind of language 
—mainly in his rather off-putting 
autobiography—should be seen as 
the product of a mood which he was 
prone to during a depressed phase 
of his life: the result of an admitted 
psychological factor, but not an ex- 
pression of his full nature. You can 
read the colossal mass of his Col- 
lected Works as far as the 1920s, 
when he was already past 50, and 
find hardly a trace of the outlook 
which Stan Scott dislikes. 


I would care much less about Gandhi 
if I thought he actually was the kind 
of saint Ronald Sampson thinks he 
was. But after 25 years of admiration 
and two years of intensive study, I 
came to the conclusion that he wasn’t. 
At his best he was a most original 
thinker, who combined mysticism and 
humanism in a way hitherto unknown, 
and well worth study. 

Geoffrey Ashe, 

213 Queen’s Road, Maidstone, Kent. 


Brixton and Streatham 


We hope to get some community and 
peace action going in the Brixton and 
Streatham area. If people, especially 
those who live in this area, are in- 
terested, could they please contact 
me at address below. 

Valerie Bickers, 


52 Palace Road, Streatham Hill, SW2. 


Chocolate brainstorm 


I have just had a brainstorm. Maybe 
it’s the sun, the heat, or the palm 
wine—but I think I know how to cater 
for the “new” militancy in the 
“peace” movement. Non-violent 
direct action is now so scoffed at that 
our feeble pacifist cries are lost in the 
fights with the fuzz. If the British 
police are worried by the violence 
they should come to Japan to get a 
taste of real student power. 


Can a pacifist make a suggestion that 
the militants will adopt? I think it is 
worth a try. How about a new slogan 
— “Let’s eat Harold Wilson ”? Surely 
old Quakers —Cadburys, Frys, or 
Rowntrees— could be persuaded to 
produce some chocolate effigies. A 
picnic could be arranged at 10 Down- 
ing Street and free Haroldpops could 
be distributed and ceremonially 
munched. Similarly missiles and 
bombs could be digested at US bases 
or even just left to melt. I am think- 
ing of going into production of 
lollipop-helmeted Zengakuren 
students for the riot police to suck. 
Peter Lumsden might even to able to 
suck the Pope without getting 
arrested. 

Chris Cowley, 

9-42, 2-Chome, 
Minami-Kannon-Machi, 

Hiroshima, Japan. 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 


Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 


Name 


Address 


If anything was needed to rein- 
force the growing feeling that we 
are racing towards inexorable 
disaster, it was the news of the 
exploding Olympic torch—a 
symbol of doom and chaos so 
apposite it’s almost trite. When 
some 28th Century Gibbon gets 
down to writing the history of the 
Decline and Fall of Western 
Civilisation, I imagine he’ll make 
great play with it. 


- Ed * 


The D’Oliveira controversy 
strikes me as weirdly miscon- 
ceived. Of course he shouldn’t 
have been chosen to play cricket 
for the MCC. He should be play- 
ing for South Africa, and until he 
is, there should be no question of 
sending a test team. 


South Africa is perhaps a special 
case, since it’s about the only 
“major” country that specifically 
writes racism into sport. If you 
extend the boycott principle to 
countries involved in other 
crimes, it becomes more difficult. 
Where indeed do you stop? The 
USA and the USSR are out for a 
start—then there’s Britain (e.g. 


Biafra and Rhodesia), France 
(e.g. Biafra and Rhodesia), 
France (e.g. H-tests), Spain, 


Portugal, Nigeria, Sudan, India. 


I think it would be the best thing 
for sport that could possibly 
happen. You’d end up with an 
Olympics proper _ between 
countries like Ireland, Costa Rica, 
Canada, Finland, Gambia, Cam- 
bodia and Tonga. You’d also get a 
larger, brasher affair in order to 


CLASS 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—1s extra. Cash 
with order (not stamps, please), Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Coming events 


HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT? Trafalgar 
Square Rally, Sunday September 15 at 
3 pm. Speakers: Des Wilson (SHELTER), 
Rev Nicholas Stacey (Oxfam), Jocelyn 
Barrow (CARD), Tony Smythe (NCCL), 
Colin Crouch (LSE), Rev Ian Henderson 
(Christian Action), David Mumford 
(Birmingham Housing Trust). Margaret 
Bramail (Council for the Unmarried 
Mother and her ‘Child), with folk singers. 
Chairman: George Clark (Notting Hill 
Community Workshop), For further de- 
tails: 01-836 2051. 


Personal 


DONORS, visitors and pegboard entreated. 
Art Exhibition for Vietnam Medical Aid 
at Friends Meeting House, Bushwood Rd, 
Green Man, Leytonstone. Saturday, 
October 5, Ring: LAR 3533 or 478 5716. 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex 


Fetherlite 14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 
12s dozen. Real Skins three for 15s 6d. 
Dept PN, Personal Service, 626 Leeds Rd, 
Dewsbury. 


this year was surely last week’s 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


enter which a country would have 
to have a current criminal record. 
Another possibility would be 
some system of handicaps—every- 
one can enter, but Russians and 
Americans have to run, say, 250 
yards in the 100 yards, or com- 
pete wearing full combat kit and 
carrying a rifle (this would be 
particularly appropriate for all 
those East European officers who 
seem to find so much spare time 
from their military duties to play 
games). 


* 2 oe 


However, even with my fairly 
extreme views on boycotts, I 
think you can go too far. I gather 
that in Bristol the St Mary Red- 
cliffe and Temple School has de- 
cided to stop teaching Russian 
because of the Czechoslovakian 
invasion, Go on from there and 
you'll have people lynched for 
asking for Russian Salad in a 
delicatessen. 


fe * * 


The ultimate in political absurdity 


GOOD HOMES beautiful 


wanted for 
mongrel puppies—wonderful parentage. 
CORNUCOPIA, 580 6152. 
PARTNER required. Parity. Northern 


dispensing general medical practice. Box 
No 870. 


TYPING, manuscripts, 
Pottle, 4c Willow Buildings, 
NW3. SWI 4192. 


theses etc, Sue 
Willow Rd, 


For sale 


POSTERS PRINTED BY HOUSMANS, 
quickly and cheaply. Fifty size 20in x 15in 
for 69s post free. Quotations on request. 
Five-day delivery service. 5 Caledonian 
Rd, King’s Cross, London Nl. 


TO END ALL SATIRE! Authentic Harold 
Wilson on official Labour Party record 
promises 1964 voters the earth. Plus Bessie 


Braddock’s Election theme song ‘' Let’s 
Go with Labour’’. Once heard, never 
forgotten! Get the record for 2s 6d 


(postage 6d) from Housmans, 5 Caledonian 
Rd, London Nl. 


Publications 


CONTACT, a South African liberal fort- 
nightly with inside news of the struggle 
against apartheid and colonialism. Six 
months 8s 9d, twelve months 17s. Box 
1979, Cape Town, SA, 


FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy, 
monthly 2s, Freedom, weekly 6d. Trial 
sub to both for two months, 8s post free. 
84b Whitechapel High St (Angel Alley), 
London Et, 


TUC debate on Prices and In- 
comes policy. At one time, to be 
a rebel you had to vote against 
official policy, or at least abstain. 
Now you get Mr Jack Peel (secre- 
tary of the Dyers’ and Bleachers’) 
denounced as a troublemaker and 
a rebel for insisting—in the teeth 
of fierce opposition by the Gen- 
eral Council of the TUC—on 
proposing a motion supporting 
the same General Council’s own 
Voluntary Prices and Incomes 
Policy. 


Not surprising, of course, since it 
only got a 30,000 majority in an 
84 million vote. Still, if that’s 
ridiculous, wait till the Labour 
Party Conference at the end of 
this month, when the Party Ex- 
ecutive will no doubt be 
frenziedly dashing round in 
circles trying to stop any mis- 
guided loyalist putting any 
Government policies up for votes 
of confidence. 
ob ae * 

In spite of everything there is still 
the occasional victory: In the 
village of Rodmersham in Kent, 
villagers last week occupied the 
133-year-old windmill on their 
village green so as to stop its 
owner pulling it down to build 
houses (he had the suitably 
hissable-sounding name of Garth 
Doubleday). 


And they won—they set up an 
emergency preservation society 
and, faced by the sit-in, Mr 
Doubleday agreed to sell the mill. 
Now it’s going to be restored— 
and the houses will still be built. 


Shh vebure Sia 


Hi 


MARTIN LUTHER KING’S last article is in 
the current Reconcillation Quarterly. 2s 6d 
from FoR, 9 Coombe Rd, New Malden, 
Surrey, 


PEACE PACKETS. £1 a year pays for auto- 
matic regular despatches of latest peace 
pamphlets, booklets, leaflets etc from 
many organisations, and Housmans 
literature lists. 5 Caledonian Rd, London 
Nl. Start now! 


Situations vacant 

PLAYWRIGHT involved in rehearsals needs 
reliable helper to live-in and look after 
4 small boys (outside school hours and 
occasional evenings) Sept 20-Nov_ 10. 
Should be able to drive car. Some interest 
in theatre desirable. £7 per week. Lots of 
free time. Arden, 01-883 2355. 


Wanted 

VOLUNTEERS to pack Peace News on Wed- 
nesday evenings from 5.30 pm, 3§ 
Caledonian Rd, King’s Cross, N1. 


Accommodation wanted 
YOUNG COUPLE want accommodation ‘tn 
NW3 area. pref sharing similar. Phone 
Williams 284 2155, 


Cinema 

NEW CINEMA CLUB. ‘‘ No-one who takes 
a serious interest in cinema can afford 
to stay out.’—Tribune. Free booklet 
illustrates why. 122 Wardour St, WI. 
734 5888. 


Theatre 


UNITY Theatre is closed for repairs. 
Watch this space for further details. 


